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ment for her as would excite the envy of her sex. She replied, through the same means, that she was married, and had two children ; and the duty of her situation prescribed to her that it was right to remain in France, where her destiny was fixed.
On the day appointed for the Ambassador's reception at court, Josephine, adorned with all her regalia, and embellished with all her natural graces, received his Excellency with dignity and amiability. The air and countenance of Askerkan cannot, be described. He recollected in the Empress, the woman who had captivated him. He remained fixed, and incapable of utterance Josephine released him from his embarrassment ; and, with a gracious smile and exquisite tone of voice, inspired him with consolation, observing, " that: he must acknowledge she had reason to say, that she preferred to remain in France, above all the offers which could be mack*, to seduce her/'
The Empress was extremely fond of India muslin. The Ambassador presented her with some of the finest quality. Napoleon had anxiously wished to introduce at court the French caehemires ; but the new nobility, following the example of the old court in articles of the toilette, were not desirous of according with his taste ; and he found it impossible to prevail upon them to adopt those ornaments. Frequently did he knit his brows, when ladies were presented to him who wore foreign manufactures; nor did he cease to torment Josephine, by asking her continually the price of the dresses which she wore. In order to satisfy him, she would reply that they were made at Saint Quentin. " Ah ! ah ! " observed he, " that proves the superiority of our manufacturesring sobriquets of "Our Lady of Thermidor," or " Our Lady of Good Help," is effectively disposed of in M. L. Gastine's admirable biography, of which a translation has been published by Mr. John Lane (1913).am 1776.
